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E-CHRON.  XXIK. 25. 


Then Solomon ſate 'n the Throne of the Lord, as K ""Y 
Boe. inflead of David his Father, and proſpered, -and all I frat 
S _ "obeyed him. 


WH: Solomon ſate on the Throne of the Lord, Then ; 
| that is to ſay, 'on the Day of his Coronation 
| _ which + mention'd in the foregoing Verſe : 
Then, when they awointed him. This'may ſuffice to ſhew, - 
o my Text is ſuitable 'enough 'to the.,preſent Royall So- 
 Jemnity. | But if T had any mind to parallel all the Great- 
Neſs:and Solemn 'Glories = this day from the vo 
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 toall: other Princes and people. 
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chat King, I ſhonld be forc'd, as great as King Solomon was;. 
to borrow ſome 1lufſtrious Remarks from feveral other of 
bis beſt dayes, beſides that of his Coronation. For when 
Solomon was Enthronizd. no'T empte was then built, or ſo- 
m_ as begun: But to Day we have ſeen a Spectacle full 

all decent ſplendor in God's Hof, and filling our hearts 
with Joy. W e have ſeen a King /i..:nding, as Solomon ( on 
the Day when he Dedicated, the, Te ple Y food! before the 
Altar-of the Lord-tn the preſence of all tht congregation of Iſra- 
e& and ſpread forih his hands, Nay, we have ſcen his Majeſty 
in an hambter, that is, a devouter Poſture. To day we have 
ken another Spectacle of Magnificent Piety, a Queen, for 
vwhom 1t were too low a Compariſon, ſhould I compare Her 
to Her that was rais'd immediately. to.a throne near tothat 
of King Solomon, then, mhen 'tis ſaid, his other Crowned him 
again i the day of his Eſpouſals ; But a Queen, the moit 
faithful Companion of Her Royal Husbands Sufferings and. 
Hard Travels ; the fitter to be now the Conſort of all 
His Friemphs. We have feen Her alfo like-Her Self, 
That is, like Humility it. ſelt , _ which] is the Leen of Vera 
THES. 

The ſtary of King Solomon, conld I bring kill to fet 
it forth, would furniſh an Entertainment for the Devo- 
tions both of a Royal Audience and a mixt Aſſembly. For 
the King in my Text made Himſelf his Text ; he made 
His own Life the Subje&t of an excellent Sermon :. He was 
pleas'd to ſtyle himſelf the Preacher, as well as the King 


in Jersſalem. He once had been inſtrudted by. the King, 


his Father, the man after God's own heart ; but afterward he, 
was taught of God, on purpoſe to be ſet up for an Ever-- 
laſting Guid by the Rules and DireCtions. he ſtiould leave. 


£0 you,  That-he was a King of God's own Nominarior, 
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_ To begin then where they began with him in the Texts 
; Tis ſaid, they -m2de Solomon, the Son of David, King the 
Tecond time, The firft time was then when Agonijah ex- 
alted bimſelf, and ſaid T will be King ; when he prepared - 
himſelf Chariots and Hor ſe-men, and fifty men to run before 
him. But the race it not alwayes to the ſwifteſf ; nor to 
h:m that ſets out ſooneſt for Popularity ; yet then it was 
high time for David to Declare thes Succeſſion: for then 
he was told, the. eyes of all Ifracl are mpon thee, that thois 
ſhouldeſt tell them ( on ſappſition, as I ſhall ſhew anon, that 
God had told him-already ) who ſhould ſit upon the Throne 
of my Lord the King after him. . Therenpon Solomon was de- 


*x» 


clared,.and, preſently anointed to. ſucceed. But . becauſe 
.the Ceremony then was perform'd in a kind of Tumultuary 


haſte, "tis now repeated at more 1ciſure with. greater State. 
To keep my {elf within ſome compaſs, and from wandring 


In ſuchra world of matter as the ſtory of King Solomon would 
.offer 'me,. I ſhall be willingly confin'd to thele Four Points, 
-through whiclt'we may ſee King Solomon in all his Glory . 


iſt. That his Title was firm and good: 'Tis ſaid here, 


He ſate on -the Throne of the Lord : and he ſate there, as 
King inſtead of David, his Father. And, 


' 2aly, 'For his 'Government ; that was as good as his Title: 
His . Managemennt was ſuch as became ſo wiſe a King as 

Solomon.” * And, Fae | f 
3 aly, Flis people were an obcaient people; and alll ſrael obey 'd him 
. 4thly, The Bleſſiag+ of God was upon him and hs Go- 


 vernmet: *Ts ſaid, He proſpered . | 


I.. In the Fi#f place; for his 7irle, to make that good, 


Tf'this-'be: not” Argument enough , that *tis ſaid here'; 


He ſate on-the throne of the Lord : and'that he fate there as 
King inftead of David his Father ;- Let me further obſerve 


- & 4 
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Hut to ſhew, that if the 
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to prevent diſpute among the ſons of David, r. Chr0v. 22. 5% 
Bebold..a ſor ſhall be born to thee, his name ſhall be Solomon and. 
7 will eſtabliſh the throne of his Kingdom. His brother Aa 


zijah after his vain attempt to ſeize the Crown, makes 
this expreſs acknowledgment of King, Solomon's Kight to 


"the Kingdom, Tho' it mere mine from the People, yet 1t-was 


bis from the Lord: For God's Choice and the Peow 
Ple's are not alwayes. the ſame. SEES 2 

But if this were the Caſe, that he was raiſed to' the 
"Throne , not properly by the Xing, his Father , mucty 
Teſs by the People, but by God Himfelf,, how comes it 
Xo be ſaid here, THEY made him King ? They, that is, 
'ell the Congregation... Were they the King-makers- then P-- 
Were they the Original of Regal Power ? | Had they it firſt 
in themſelves? Elſe how could they impart it? '- 


Toward the clearing - of this, be pleaſed to compare 


| he ſtory of anorher King's Coronation. -in the.:Book, of 


Kings , with: that. ſelf ſame ſtory -in theiBgok of; Chro-- 
zicles :: And whereas in one place we read: the people a= 
wointed Joaſh, we find in the other place, that Jeboizadah;, 
he High Prieff, and his ſons, anointed him 5" 10 not the: 
People's Anointed, but the Lord's Anointed. Onlyithe people: 


Rood by as they do here:, and. expreſs their unanimous. 


good. Will with ſuch loud Acclamations as you. heard 
&ne now :: not that we imagine our united: Voices. 
eontribute any thing of Right to. our KHereditary Prince 3 

* abby were Eletjve,, we: 
think Him. moſt worthy to be King.. But tis moſt plain, 
-and Moſt evident; that God by His ſpecial: appoiatment 
&t.over His people, the firſt three ſucceeding Kings, Saul, 
David, and. Solomon ; and' wherever 'tis faid the People 
48 them ( or any other ) Kings 3, no more is meant» ——q 
L 
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that the people owned them as' Kings of God's making. 
But that immediate Deſignation of their Kings from Heaver: 
was to ceaiſc one day, & the Kingdom. was to he Hereditary. 
This. appears from the Coneluiion of thoſe proviſional ſta- 
£xtes ,. Deut. 17. thoſe Precepts for the: King that ſhould 
be ſet over them, that he\may protong his dayes in the Kingdom, 
he "and his children in the mniddefs of Iſrael. . 


But as Solemon's. &ight to Empire was has viſible, fo 


| H. Secondly His other Royal Qualifications: were: moſt 


- conſpicuous ;, whether his natural Endowments 'be con- 
. ider'd, or his ſupernatural Gifts to fit him yet more 


for Government. When God bid him aſk what he would, 
he ask'd of God nothing but Wifdome, and he had that 
he askt, with an overplus,. not only of all other excel- 
lent things., but alſo of more. Wifdom then he knew 
how to ask of God, before he receiv'd it. He is rec= 
kon'd- about eighteen years., of age when he began to 
Reign, fo that he tiles himfelf 4 Child; tho” his dying 

Father gave him that great CharaQter, as no more than 
his due; thox art a wiſe man," and doe therefore according 
to thy wiſdom. How wiſely did he fore-fee any com- 
ing Danger! How perfettly well skill'd was he in the 


Times and Seaſons ! When and: #pon whom, or what. ſort 


of men it was fit to ſhew Juſtice or Mercy! Prefent= 
ly he -made it appear how true it 1s., that being in a place 
of Government , ſhews what a man is... For inſtantly 
he penetrated the ambitious intrigueing deſigns of Ao 
nijah, that was playing an after-game- for the King- 
dome, labouring to fet up himſelf again, upon a new 
Alliance, that had a powerful intereſt in the Gourt. But: 


though Solomun had pardon'd his Rebelliog C yet” is 
Rod as 


—— 


B 


— — 
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as to- keep him ſtill on his good Behaviour } and had 
promis'd him a favourable ProteCtion, if he would ſhew himſelf 
a worthy man . Yet his Juſtice would ſpare him no longer 
when once he made himſelf unworthy of that Mercy . 
Then his early ſeverity upon Joab, whom King Davida, going 
out of the world, had delivered over not as a TIraytor, 
but as a urderer, to the righteous Judgment of King 
Solomon ; That was an effeftual Declaration to all his. 
Subjects that they muſt expect no more pardons in the 
caſe of Murder, ſince neither the greatneſs of his paſt 
- Services, nor. his nearneſs of bloud to the Royal Fami- 
ly, could ſecure Joab from falling under that Law ; Zc 
that ſheddeth man's blond , by man ſhall his bloud be ſhed. 
but at the ſame time behold the Clemency of King S0- 
lomon to Abiathar , becauſe he had been a faithful old 
Servant to King. David, and a Sufferer with him; 
tho' -he had been a great offender- with Adonijah; Ne- 
vertheleſs King Solomon remitted him both his Life and 
Eſtate. He gave a noble Inſtance, how Proper objects 
of Royal Goodneſs and Compaſſion , are old Royaliſts ; 
Tho ſome of them may have been mislead to make falſe 
Steps, and have fallen into fatal Errours, On the 
other ſide for Shimei , that had emſ# King David, and 
flung ſtones at his head in the Day of his Diſtreſs ; they 
do wrong to the dying King, who think -he retracted 
his Act of pardoning Shimei's Life, when he bid his 
Son , hold him not guiltleſs, that is, Treat him not like 
an Innocent Perſon : And when he ſpoke what follows 
there, not asa King commanding , but foretelling ( as 
even his natural Divination might ſerve him to do) his 
koar bead thou ſhalt, or thou wilt bring down to the grave 
with Blond ( for ſo it may well be tranſlated ) on ſup- 
poſition that ſuch a one as Shimei would offend again. 

ET: FEES; Therefore 
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Therefore Solomon did like himſelf, to ſet ſuch a reſt- 
leſs implacable Spirit his bounds, which he ſhould not 
paſs, and when he tranſgreſs'd afreſh, then to call 
his old Sins to remembrance , and to take that Life 
which ſuch an execrable Wretch had forfeited the ſecond 
time. | | wu 


3- But as Solomon was a famous good Governor, fo 
thirdly ., his People were eminently Loyal : 4h 1ſraet 
obeyd him. Of which there follows upon my Text: a 
farther Explication .: Al the Prinees , that is, the 
Sanhearim, or the Sexate acknowledg'd his. juſt Sove- 
raignty over them. And the mighty men ,, that is, the 
Ailitary men made their - Addrefles to him, as con- 
feſſing . the: Power of .the Militia was foley his +. And 
ell. the ſons likewiſe 'of King David. ſubmitted themfelves, ta 
Solomon the - King ;, for Adonijab had called them all ex+ 
cept Solomon, to countenance his Taking: upon him to 
be Kizg; but now that Cabal was diflolv'd, and their 
. Leader was' taken off; | their Fathon grew weary. of it 
felf, and "the King no doubt received; their -Submif5 
fron with a; Goodneſs well becoming his own Greatneſs: 
But tho all his Subjects yielded him- ſuch entire. 'Obedj- 
exce, yet ftill they fervid him as Free-men ,' not as 
Slaves. It was his Greateſt Honour as well as the Hap- 
pineſs of his People , that as God's ſervice . is: :perfect 
Freedom, fo: in imitation of it, was that: of God's 
Vicegerent ; for we are told in the Book, of. Kings, that 
of the Children of Iſrael did Solomon make wo Bond-men, 
but as it follows there, they were men of Warr, and. his 
ſervants, and his Princes, and hjs Captains and Rulers 
of his Chariots , and his Horſemen, And : thus: al Ijract 
ebeyd him. Ow. gre; rnd Ws, 

TS; B 2 IV. But 
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IV. Bat all this had never been 1o happily Ad- 
mMiniſtred, had there not- been a foxrth Concurrent of 
more Conſequence than all the 1hree foregoing z; Had 
There not' been an extraordinary Bleſſing. of God, not 
only-.upon that Great. Prince, but upon.all his goed 
Subjects, had not he , been Religions , as well as Poli« 
rick; and had not they been a People capable of that 
Bleſſing . But He'and-. They were duly qualified for it: 


They joyn4d with him, to derive .#t upon His Sacred 


Head, and from thence upon their :-own , tike the Oyxt- 
aneut upon Aaron's head', which ran down' and diffusd its 
ſelf over 'the whole Body. He Built the Temple;; they 
all Contributed. He brought up the Ark of God ; they 
attended it. He Sacrific'd whole Hecatombs;, they at 
the ſame time kept a ſolemn Feaſi to the Lord . He 
made that fervent Prayer to God; they all: faid, Amer 
To it. He bleft the People, he bleſt "God : God':ra- 
tified the King's Bleſſing upon the People, God return'd 
The Dzvme Bleſſing upon the King. | L223 
Tn the midt of all- this tis ſaid , #He proſpered. 
How «could it be otherwiſe than ſo ? Great Peace and 
Plenty at home, with as much-Honour and Intereſt 
abroad. ' The Native Wealth of his own Country was 
improved, and Commerce increaſt mightily 5 all for= 
reign good Things were imported, and made his, by 
the particular care he- took of what concern;d Naviga- 
t10n, His City the Seat of Empire was then. more than 
Ever the Foy of the whole Earth.” What could be: added 
to all this Proſperity ,- except Victory over his Ene- 
mes ? Yes, it 'was 2 vaſt Addition to his almoſt un- 
paralle*d Felicity, that he had no Enemies. He was 
able to ſend' this Meſſage to © his Friend King Hiram - 
[Now the Lord my God hath given me reſt on every ſide E 
0 
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fo that there 4s neither Adverſary nor evil Occiviens « 


| ___ Thus it was with him till he left off {crving God. 

Then indeed God was angry «with .him . Yet fron 

. the fall and. Tiing again *" King .Solomon may be 
fetch't the laſt ( perhaps the higheſt -) Inſtance of 

his Bleſledneſs : For as he ſtznds a formidable Exam- 

ple of humane Frailty; ſo we may allow tim to be 

not only a Comfortable , but alſo a moſt admirable 
Inſtance of Divine Omaipotent Mercy : As he loft him- 

Aelf after ſo. many wiſe "Contemplations ,. 'by ; trying 
thoſe coſtly, Experiments in finf6l pleafares ; as he: for- 
got Ged and himfelf, and his 'own Godly Diftates 
| in the Book of Proverbs; 10. tis generally agreed 
that he wrote his Eccleſiaſtes, as his Penetential 3 that 

4 he.. Remembred hindſelf and turned to the Lord his GOD 
that he is mumbred” among. the Children "of God ; and his 

| Lot 3s dimony the Saints, © ©: bo: pl ecing 


And now, 'to dwell no longer on the particular ſto« 
 _ ry of that Great King, 1 may ſet; it- down in Gene- 
ral -as; certainly true, - 1 0 1-4-6 
-; That wherever: an any.: Prince and People - all the ſame 
Cauſes of Proſperity. meet together; there, ( and no= 
where elſe ) The like wonderful bleſſed Effeft will afe 

"o {furedly, - reſult and follow. 
| i. And Firff for a King and People to be happy , 
the 'Kivg muſt have a Right to his Kingdom. For 
how can an U/urper expe 'to Reign proſperouſly ® 
when many under his Governinent mn eds think 
I themſelves his Equals, if not his Berrer Wand none 
can reaſonably. think themfelves oblig*d to be his Sub- 
Kits? And How mulcrable is a King and Aingdon » 


_— 


3 - 


when 


2»% 


£ 


TC A Sernn before Their Miajefties: 


when every private man that 1s but audacious enough, 
has a fair pretence -, if he can but gather Force, to 
overturn any Settlement that can be in fuch a Caſe! 
Such a Pyrat - Prince muſt be always expos'd to Fem- 
peſts; and if, hike the great Leviathan, he can. take 
any Paſtime in them, He may thank * his fick Fancy 
for the pleaſing Dream. I will mention : only two that 
were both of thein Royally Deſcended , yet unjuſtly 
Poſleſſed of this Crown : King Stephen was none 
of our worſt Princes, and one of the moſt Valiant ; 
but an [rrruder he was, and he fped accordingly : his. 
Reign 'was. the moſt Turbulent of any', except that 
of King John, another Ufurper, and this: Later 
Was redue'd to. that Extremity ,. that he very meanly: 
Surrender d his - Imperial Crown to- the Pope, who had 
Interdidted' all Publick Divine Offices. in this: miſerable: 
Kingdom -for above Six years; and who never: after= 
wards mention*'d that Prince but- with the: Title of 
Pohn our Vaſſat. 

But then again, to provide well for the Peace an& 
Quietneſs of a Prince :and people, ftis neceſſary not only 
that the le to the Crown look -fair , but: that-it be 
Fuck as is not eaſily hable to- be- Conteſted' =. elſe * there 
wHl beComperitors, ' and that of: it ſelf is a heavy Judg- 
ment. Nay, 1 add farther, The worthier thoſe Come 
petitors, the more capable- they are of Confounding 
all before: them . As in- the Fatal Diſpute between. 
Zork_ and: Lancaſter , there were too Princes, + Henry 
the Sixth, and: Edward” the Fourth, each of them ex- 
. traordinarygga their different Characters.:: one of them 
accounted. MFizt, the other a moſt active generous Prince: 
Both of them had faſt hold of the peoples Aﬀections in their 
K&ygral parties, and they rent the Kingdome 1n' peices be- 

Lvecn 
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between them : They made our poor Countrey. an 4- 
celdama, 2 Field of Blood ; kill'd up whole Families, and 
the greateſt number of both thoſe Royal Families, til 
the woful Controverſie was Happily ended by that Auſpici- 
ous Marriage, from which a Race of Kings with undoubte& 
Right, &our preſent Gracious Soveraign Is /zneally deſcended. 


2. But as the Title to the Crown muſt be clear an& 
right; ſo Seconaly the Management of the Sceptre ſhould. 
be as Wile as the Tenxre is Juſt and Royal. Our twe 
unfortunate Kings, the Second . Edward and Richard, had 
an Indiſputable Rzghe, which they could never loſe = 
The more was the-wrong done them, -tho they loſt them< 
felves by their Male-adminiſtration of the Government 
But on the other ſide, What vaſt Hopes may juſtly be 
conceived !.: What ; bleſſed Wonders may be. wrought 
for the publick good., where the  Soveraign Prince has 
all the Dexterity, together -with all the _ Ajvity that 
is neceſſary to make his Motions as Regular as they, 
are "Vigorous, in ſo bright and ſo high a SphereZ 
Then will the ſaying of Solomox prove it ſelf , That the 
King by judgement eſtabliſheth the Land.. Nay. then. it wilf 
extend to other. Kingdoms ; for Kings have- long hands, 
eſpecially ſuch a King as: may - hold the Ballance and give. 
Peace and War where he: pleaſes and conſequently may 
give Law to other -Nations: He may reach out as' 50- 
lomon did, the Fruits of his-wiſe Condutt to all the World. _ 
- Z- But ip the hd; place I. muſt needs add, be the 
Title of a King as. good as-a Warrant from Heaven can, 
make it. -.3 Be it. ſo, undoubted ' as Hell it ſelf. can 
find no pretence; to queſtion it; | be: the. King. like . an 
Angel of God for his knowledge and conduct in the 
Government, yeb if his. Subjefts will be ſons:.of Belzal, 
ſens of che Devil, ($0 Rebgls are called ig Scripture / 2” 

; | MA 
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Belial, that is,. ab/que Jrugo, Men that will bear no Yoke;, 
"tis ſtill in- their Power to. be as miſerable as: they 
. Pleaſe :: Since the Wills of men are free; 'tis confeſt: 
their leaves muſt be askt, Whether they will be. hap- 
Py or no:: Whether they will obey, and enjoy thi: . 
Bleſſing of Peace:; or, Whether they will Reſift and: 
pull down Ruin upon themſelves and their poſterity .. 
For want of @ people obedient and willing to be Rul d: 
by a- Gentle hand:, the beſt of Kings was moſt wicly- 
caſt away ,. as if he had: not been | anointed "with Qyl -- 
How dear Theſe Kingdoms: have paid: for-the- Murder: 
of that Bleſſed. King, is. too grievous a. RefleCtion at. 
this time. But one Conſideration. E would offer: Fho” 
_ the Maintenance of Religion is commonly made: the moſt 
plauſible: Pretence for Rebeltion (as! it was: for the: laſt 
among us, and: has. beerr 'made- -uſe' of ſince towards. 
the encourageing. of another, )- yet Rebellion almoſt 
conſtantly proves ( as the laſt prov'd ) the: Meanes to» 
deſtroy Religion . My meaning is. not only this, That 
2s foon-'as ever men begin-to: be Kebells ,' they ceaſe to be: 
inwardly. Religions and: truly pood: Men ;. but I drive it- 
farther ,.. that to- Rebell is: the ready way. ts Tuine the- 
Tonſtitation: of. the outward:, ' Profeſt , Eftabliſhr Relipion 
in a: Nation what need: I look any. farther for am 
Example: off this, whenI haye: a-moſt' remarkable Proof” 
3n- the Hiſtory. of: that King: in- my Text ?:- == Sag 
2n0z 1 his 'declining+ Age:, fell ſo: as-no- Chwſtian Prince: 
wan ever fall',, unleſs. he renounce: his Baptiſm :* from 
making: Beauty. his Idoh he: fell: even- to Worſhip the: 
Pagan Deities, that is, Devils : for as the Apoſtle ſays, 
The things which- the Gentiles ſacrifice ;. they ſacrifice 'to | 
DevUs. and" n0t to: GOD. Yet: all: (that while: af I 

Zac obey 4- vim, and continue'd in the Worſhip of God. 
as 
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as: they might do without any Inconſiſtence whatſoever. 
But when Solomoz was Dead and gone, Jeroboam came 
in by Rebellion : 'for tho che was promis'd the Kingdom, 
and 'tis aid , the Matrer was from the Lord, yet it was 
promis'd him only upon Conditions, which he never 
perform, If thou wilt -hearken to all that I command 
thee as David my Servant did -: But he would hearken 
to nothing that God Commanded him , nor would he 
wait God's time as David had done. He drew Jen of 
the 1ries into Rebellion. But then the Prevaling Reve! 
for a Politic Intereſt calls and -compels (-as much as in 
him lyes) all the Families in 1ſracl, every man of 
the Ten Tribes, to *Worſhip the "Golden Calves : He 
forthwith Jnterdiets their "going up to the publick 
Worſhip at Jeruſalem, Thus I1dolatry was Eftabliſh't by 
a Law of a Rebels making not only Introduc'd but 
Eſt abliſht by YJeroboam that made Wrael to Sin. Out of 
this one Rebellion came all that Sin : Out of that One 
Sin of theirs came all their Calamity , and at length 
their Captivity. After this One Rebeliion , their Church 
and State never had one 'good Day : It brought that 
Diſperſion upon thoſe Tribes, under which they are 
moſt Miſerable to this Day. 


4. But now to Diſpatch my Forth and laſt Con- 
fideration , Tis impoſſible to Honour and Obey the 
King for Conſcience ſake , without a fixt principle with= 
In ns of that Fear of God, which cannot fail to pro- 
duce Uniform Obedience ts all God's Holy Command- 
ments. Unleſs that Uniform Univerſal Obediexce to God 
be a National Vertue , How can a National Bleſſing be 
expected from God ? and without God's Bleſſing how 
Can we look to proſper ? = only the Dew of Hea- 
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Heaven can make a Kingdom flouriſh. If the fweer Tr- 
f-aerces from above be rceſtrain'd, the moſt _ hopeful 
Plant wiil by the next Eaſt-wind be blaſtcd in one 
Night. All Secozzd Canjes are but vitible meanes in 
the Unſeen. Hand of the Fiift; Who, if He be dil- 
pleas d, makes them move quire contrary even to 
Their own Natural Tendency. Goed 1s not obliged to 
ſtand by the 6b Title: He may ſeize or: Diſpoſe of 
the Goodlieit Inheritance as He pleales. Be a Prince 
as powerful as S9lommon; be a people 2s Obedient as If- 
rael then was; God conld raiſe up a little Fugitive- 
Child, Hadad that eſcapd a Maſlacre in Edo, to be 
The adverſary of King Solomon in his Old Age: And 
Kezimn a Fugitive Syrzan to. Reign in Damaſcus 1n 
Defiance of Aim and all 1fracl, and to be the Fa- 
ther of thoſe Bcnhadads the Scourges of Solomon's Pol- 
terity . 49 

What Obligations then are wpon us all of this hap- 
py Iſland (as it has been ſtyled of Old ) not to inter- 
rupt the Bleſlings which this Day ſeems to prepare 
for us, if we doe our parts to make our felves fir 
zo receive them? We have been the Care of Hea- 
ven in all thoſe Three great Jnſfarces of my Text : 
The 1#le to the Crown being unqueſkionable; the 
King, Born for Empire; by nature and Education fitted. 
for Government ; the People having now ſhewed them- 
ſelves Obedient, and willing to be Governd. _ 


I. For the Firff, No Title by God's immediate Deſig- 
mation ( as it was in Solomon's Caſe) is now to be ex- 
pected : no prophet or viſion to be, look'd for : No- 
Thing but ordinary Providence. But by this Providence 
We Luat are $#j:t belieye our ſelves entitled to what- 
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whatever we call Ours in this World. The beſt 7:- 
tle to any Wootimacs of Ours, is from our Anceſt- 
ors, and the beſt of that kind is from Times beyond 
Memory. But who can pretend ſuch a Succejj: ve 1iue 
to his Eftiic, as his Majeſty can ſhew to his Crows ? 
How many Ages of our Ancelions have wanted ſuch a 
Title as this? How are ſome other Nations Like to 
be embroiFd with their Neighbours about their Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown, for want of this Bleſling of a 
Clear Title? A Bleſling fſignally bequeath'd to us by. 
our late Sovereign Lerd of bl:ffed Aacrmory. For I muſt 
needs put you in nund, you that had the Honour to 
attend him on his Death-bed, How did we fee him 
like David , bowirg upon the Bed to his Succeſlor, em- 
bracing his Royal Brother as his beloved undoubred Heir, 
Reſigning all to him ( that was the kind Word ) to Him 
that was more ready to dye with Grief than to take 
that affectionate Refi ignation . 


2. And as his: Majeſties Ti:zle is moſt firm, ſo Se- 
condly we have very promiſing hopes from his graci- 
ous and glorious Beginings of 2 Steady Government - 
We have a King that has not been bred up at E-/ec 
in the Court of his Father, but in the School of 
Hardſhip and arr ag and "Affidtion ( as the Apoſtle 
tells us _ worketh Patience, and Patience Experience < 
Sure I may ſay without Imputation of Flattery, No 
Prince within the memory of man, has come to a 
Crown with ſo vaſt a ſock of Experience. We have 
a King who underſtands and conſiders, that in an 
Hereditary Monarchy,  *tis the great pecuilar advantage 
of the Prince as well as People, that their Intereſt 1s 
one and: the ſame, their Happineſs ſo cloſely united , 
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that ( if-I may _ apply the Apoſtles Expreſſion to this: 
Caſe ). Whether. the Body ſuffer , the Fiead. ſuffers with it ;; 
or the Head be honoured, all the Memvuers. Rejoice with 
it. We have a King whom. greatneſs of mind has 
ſeated as much above Fear, as all the Hard-hearted 
impotent Paſlions which commonly Fear produces, are 
beneath him. ; and- is Himſelf fo. incapable of Diſſt- 
milation , that he would. naturally Deſpiſe thoſe ſtrange 
Ebildren ( as David calls them ) that ſhould Diſſemble 
with him .. As. Conſtantins the Father of Conſtantine the 
Great, generouſly diſdaind and” diſgrac't ſome Servants 
of his for being too good Courtiers, who ( as. Euſebius 
relates )- upon a certain Tryal which the Emperour 
Put upon them, on purpoſe to find: who were. honeſt, 
quitted their Chriſtian Profeilion- for fear of: loſing their 
Places ; but He retain*d. and. exalted. thoſe: who. ſcorn*d 
to prevaricate. with their God; for he judg*d aright , 
That Such: only would. be faithful.” to their King . 
Laſtly, We have a_ King who. tho-I will not ſay he - 
was the Partner of the Empire while he was but a_ Sub- 
je& ( and yet I am not afraid of. Envy if I own how 
much He governd, ſince at the ſame time he knew ſo 
well how - to. obey, and ſet us all that perfe&t Example 
of Submiſſion ): yet I may fay He was Particeps Curarum, 
the Sharer. of his Royal Brother's Cares; That he felt 
the Thorns in his Crown ! that he was all that while 
habitually practiling Juſtice with Equity, governing ac- 
cording. to Law , yet with, tender Adercy,, as the Roy- 
al Chief Miniſter of Charles the Merciful ; And I Pre- 
ſume to. ſtyle him. the very Similitude. and; Pifture of 
Charles the Martyr . With ſuch; Love as caſts. out Fear 
we ſee in the Serene Aſpect of our Sovereign, every 
Line of. his Bleſſed Father's gracious Viſage, As Trajan 
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the Emperour triumph't in Efigie after his Death ; 
io does that Glorified Prince in his Living Sacred [mage on 
this. Day. 

3- And Thirdly, God has bleſt the King with an 
Obeaient People, Aﬀer he may ſay with. David in the 
moſt literal ſenfe, Fhat the waves and ſtorms had gone 
over him; after That alſo is. overpaſt which David joyns. 
with the raging of the ſea, and the noiſe of its waves, 
that is, the madneſs of the People; In plain Terms, after- 
his Majeſties Deliverance, as- well as Ours, from that: 
abominable Excluding Bill; as great a Deliverance as. 
that from the Sinking Gloceſter Frigor ( for both which Pre-. 
fervations we muſt alwayes bleſs- God ) after all this; 
his Majeſties. peaceful Entrance upon His. Goyernment , 
is a Sufficient, real, happy proof of: a» Obedient People. 
And as.I muſt vehemently, exhort you to- perſevere in that 
which is'not only your Dzty. but your Pra#ice; ſol do: 
in Effeft commend. your. ſtrift adherence to your. former. 
Proteſtations, and to your Oathes of Allegiance . 


Be thankful to God then for. thoſe Bleſſings ' you have, 
and to the King under whom they will be continued to; 
you. Be ſatisfied; with your Condition:z take heed of” 
Overturning- or Undermining- the. whole Fabrick , be= 
 eauſe you cannot have. the Room that you would 

_ chooſe in it . Take heed of deſtroying your: Countrey 
to build your own Houſe: Take heed of ruining, AU be-. 
cauſe you cannot: mend: your- ſelves. in this or that Particu-. 
lar. Deſtruftion and Death is not all you are like to get 
by it :: Take heed of. that which follows : There's another- 
Death- to come after : God. has. warn'd you. of it, 
They that reſift ſhall receive to themſelugs Damnaticn, AS; 
you would ayoid this, take heed. of that which leads to _ 
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Do that which - is bz{ſt for yon. here , and here- 
alter, beſt for the Puvlick., and for your Privare Inter- 
clts; b:{ſt for your ſelves and for: your Children ; as ever 
you delire to leave them all theſe 5lcfſings. 


And for a powerful Motive to His Sacred Majeſty to 
act well His Sovercign Part for the good cf this Great 
People; The place it ſelf where He will be preſented 
anon with all the Regelia, Set in the Seat of Emprre, 
and made the Aroizted of God ; The Place which 1s the 
Royal Golzotha, the Burying place of Kings , where we 
have lately Depolited the venerable Remains of Majeſty; 
will put Him in mind, from the Royal Prophet , {ho 
Kings are made as Gods , they ſhall dye like men. And 
then I muſt put you All in mind, from .the Apoſtle, 
That as it is appointed to men once to die, ſo after Death 
the Judgment. Mortality ! Behold , Confider , and Stand 
in Awe : There's an Acre 'of Ground Sown with the 
richeſt Seed that ever 'the Earth receiv'd , fince the firſt 
Adam's Tranſgreſſion occalion'd the ſecond Adam , like 4 
Corn of Wheat to fall into the ground and dye. Think 
how much Royal Duſt and Aſhes is laid up in yonder 
Chappel : There the Houſes' of York and Lancafter reſt 
quietly under one Roof : There does Queen ary and 
her Siſter Queen E!izabeth lye cloſe together , their 
Aſhes do not part : In the Story of Polynices and Eteocles, 
two Brothers Rivals for a Crown , we are told their 
Smoke divided into tro Pyramids as it aſcended from 
one Fnneral Pile : But here theſe Duſt do as kindly 
mingle ; as all the old Piques and Averſions are ſfonndly 
aſleep with them. Ard ſo ſhall we be ere long : moſt of 
us in a meaner Lodging , but all of ns in the Duff of 
Death, A great Kizg , upon fight of a vaſt _ 
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of his S«bjc&s , wept at the very thought , That in a few 
years there would not be left alive fo much as one of LCM. 
And well may we as ſerionlly, tho' not fo ſadly retiecr, 
That when this numerovs glorious Aflembly ſhall breas up 
hence we may e'ne adjourn our meeting to the General 
ReſarreQion. But if we put into the Scale the laſt moſt 
weighty Conſideration, That God ſpall bring Cvery. work, in 
to Judgment, with cyery ſecret thing, whether it be good 07 
whether it be evil; Then from theſe Premiſes that Infe- 
rence. will be forcible indeed which Solomon makes at the 
end of his Eccleſiaſtes, Let us hear (. ſays he ) the concluji- 
07 of the wiole matter : Fear God and keep His commandments, 
for this is the whole duty of man, This isall that God 
expects from the greateſt King , yet leis God will not 
accept from the meaneſt Subject. 

Let but this Ore thing neceſſary be throughly done; then 
we may be able to ule in our own behalf thoſe words 
of a King, Happy are the People that are in ſuch a caſe, yea 
Bleſſed are the People who have the Lord for their God , 
Then may we hope for the Divine Goodneſs to ſee with 
joyful Eyes ſuch a Miracle of Happineſs in this World, 
as here we cannot read of but with Admiration : That 
Goa will magnifie the King ( as He did Solomon ) exceed- 
 #ngly in the ſight of all Iſrael, and beſtow upon him ſuch Roy- 
al Majeſty as has not been on any King before him in I\- 
'Tael. And may both their Majefties after the longeſt 
Poſſeſſion of all Earthly Greatneſs, with as little Uneaſi- 
neſs as ever any Crowns brought along with them, at 
laſt ſee GOD : and reg? with Chriſ# in Heavenly Serene 
Glory for ever and ever: and le All the People ſay, 

Amen . 
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